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successor, James Fitzjames Stephen, was received in India
with the deference due to the high reputation acquired by
him in England as a jurist, a legal authority in criminal law
especially, and as a public writer. From the beginning of 1870,
Fitzjames Stephen applied himself with really splendid energy
to the pending matters of Indian legislation. He found that
his distinguished predecessor had not only procured the passing
of several important Acts, but had prepared the way for others
of importance to be enacted thereafter; that a High Com-
mission had been sitting in England to prepare several projects
of general laws for the consideration of the Government in
India; andthat considerable progress had been made towards
the codification of those existing in India partly through the
exertions of Whitley Stokes, legislative secretary to the Govern-
ment. Thus he found a large field, with a harvest ready
to be reaped by a man who possessed, as he did, knowledge
combined with administrative power. He perceived the consti-
tution of the legislature to have become such that the faculty
of oral exposition was almost as useful there as in a British
assembly; and he speedily gave proofs of possessing that
faculty in a degree quite commensurate with the importance of
the many occasions which were frequently presenting them-
selves. Within a month after assuming office he made a speech
before the Legislative Council on a bill then pending; as we
walked away together, after the sitting was over, Lord Mayo
remarked to me that the man who had just delivered that
speech would soon make his mark on the face of Indian affairs.
Without apparently attempting the polished oratory which had
distinguished so many of Maine's speeches, he spoke clearly as
well as with force and energy. Some of Ms speeches on im-
portant measures, such as the Indian Contract Act, form land-
marks in the history of Indian legislation. Others, again,
such as that upon the Marriage Act, for Indians not pro-
fessing the Hindu or Muhammadan religion, form striking
episodes in the annals of the Legislative Council. His oration
too, in reply to the objections of the Bengal landlords to the
imposition of the road cess, indicated the most fruitful research